
English I 

Summer Reading Book Options  
(Books Listed are suggested selections, if you would like to choose something else email or stop in to see Mrs. Peters)  

(The books marked with an * are available in Overdrive- The Books marked with an + are audio books in Overdrive) 

Fake ID by Lamar Giles * 
Nick Pearson is hiding in plain sight, but his name isn’t really Nick Pearson.  He really shouldn’t tell you 
where he is from or why his family moved to Virginia.  He definitely shouldn’t tell you about his friend Eli 
Cruz and the major conspiracy he was about to uncover when he died, right after he moved to town.  Or, 
about how moving to Stepon changed his life forever. 
 

 

Find Me by Romily Bernard * 
Tessa Wayne’s diary somehow ends up in Wick Tate’s hands. On it are written the two words “Find Me.” 
Days later Tessa’s body is indeed found, leaving Wick to wonder if she could have done something. Using 
her hacker skills, Wick discovers a shadowy online profile claiming Tessa’s murder–and his next target 
happens to be Wick’s sister, Lily. Now things have gotten personal, and Wick swears to use her skills to 
bring this murderer down. 
 

 

The Body in the Woods by April Henry * 

Alexis, Nick, and Ruby have very different backgrounds: Alexis has spent her life covering for her mom’s 

mental illness, Nick’s bravado hides his fear of not being good enough, and Ruby just wants to pursue her 

eccentric interests in a world that doesn’t understand her. When the three teens join Portland County 

Sheriff’s Search and Rescue, they are teamed up to search for an autistic man lost in the woods. What 

they find instead is a dead body. In a friendship that will be forged in danger, fear, and courage, the three 

team up to find the girl’s killer—before he can strike one of their own. 

 

Counterfeit Son by Elaine Marie Alphin * 

Cameron Miller is the son of a murderer. All he has ever known is the stench of the locked cellar, where 

he can hear the blows and cries and his father’s torrent of terror and abuse. Then a miracle happens: his 

father is killed in a police shootout. In the aftermath, Cameron grabs his one chance for a normal life: he 

takes on the identity of Neil Lacey, a boy who Mr. Miller had abducted six years ago. As Neil, he has a life 

with loving parents, a brother and sister, and the comforts only money can buy. But someone knows what 

Cameron’s doing, someone with the power to turn his life back into a nightmare. 

 

Acceleration by Graham McNamee * 

It’s a hot, hot summer, and in the depths of the Toronto Transit Authority’s Lost and Found, 17-year-old 

Duncan is cataloging lost things and sifting through accumulated junk. And between Jacob, the cranky old 

man who runs the place, and the endless dusty boxes overflowing with stuff no one will ever claim, 

Duncan’s just about had enough. Then he finds a little leather book. It’s a diary filled with the dark and 

dirty secrets of a twisted mind, a serial killer stalking his prey in the subway. And Duncan can’t make 

himself stop reading.  What would you do with a book like that? How far would you go to catch a 

madman? 



Shelter by Harlan Coben * 

Mickey Bolitar’s year can’t get much worse. After witnessing his father’s death and sending his mom to 

rehab, he’s forced to live with his estranged uncle Myron and switch high schools.   A new school comes 

with new friends and new enemies, and lucky for Mickey, it also comes with a great new girlfriend, 

Ashley. For a while, it seems like Mickey’s train-wreck of a life is finally improving – until Ashley vanishes 

without a trace. Unwilling to let another person walk out of his life, Mickey follows Ashley’s trail into a 

seedy underworld that reveals that this seemingly sweet, shy girl isn’t who she claimed to be. And 

neither was Mickey’s father. Soon, Mickey learns about a conspiracy so shocking that it makes high school drama seem 

like a luxury – and leaves him questioning everything about the life he thought he knew. 

 

Escape Theory by Margaux Froley * 

Devon Mackintosh has always felt like an outsider at Keaton, the prestigious California boarding school 
she attends. During her junior year, she decides to become a peer counselor.   At first, it seems like it will 
be an easy fly-on-the-wall gig, but her expectations are turned upside down when Jason Hutchins (a.k.a. 
“Hutch”), one of the Keaton’s most popular students, commits suicide. Devon dives into her new role 
providing support for Hutch’s friends, but she is haunted by her own attachment to him. The two shared 
an extraordinary night during their first week freshman year; it was the only time at Keaton when she felt 

like someone else really understood her.  As the secrets and confessions pile up in her sessions, Devon comes to a 
startling conclusion: Hutch could not have taken his own life.  So, Devon embarks on a solitary mission to get to the 
bottom of Hutch’s death, and the stakes are higher than she ever could have imagined. 
 

The Body Finder by Kimberly Derting * 

Violet Ambrose is grappling with two major issues: Jay Heaton and her morbid secret ability. While the 

sixteen-year-old is confused by her new feelings for her best friend since childhood, she is more 

disturbed by her “power” to sense dead bodies. Since she was a little girl, she has felt the echoes that 

the dead leave behind in the world. Violet has never considered her strange talent to be a gift. But now 

that a serial killer has begun terrorizing her small town, and the echoes of the local girls he’s claimed 

haunt her daily, she realizes she might be the only person who can stop him.  Despite his fierce 

protectiveness over her, Jay reluctantly agrees to help Violet on her quest to find the murderer. But even as she’s falling 

intensely in love, Violet is getting closer and closer to discovering a killer… and becoming his prey herself 

 

Liars, Inc by Paula Stokes * 

Max Cantrell has never been a big fan of the truth, so when the opportunity arises to sell forged 

permission slips and cover stories to his classmates, it sounds like a good way to make a little money and 

liven up a boring senior year. With the help of his friends Preston and Parvati, Max starts Liars, Inc. 

Suddenly everybody needs something, and the cash starts pouring in. Who knew lying could be so 

lucrative? When Preston wants his own cover story to go visit a girl he met online, Max doesn’t think 

twice about hooking him up, until Preston never comes home. Then the evidence starts to pile up with 

terrifying clues that lead the cops to Preston’s body. Terrifying clues that point to Max as the murderer. Can Max find 

the real killer before he goes to prison for a crime he didn’t commit? 

 

Variant by Robison Wells * + 

Benson Fisher thought that a scholarship to Maxfield Academy would be the ticket out of his dead-end 

life.  He was wrong. Now he’s trapped in a school that’s surrounded by a razor-wire fence. A school 

where video cameras monitor his every move, where there are no adults, where the kids have split into 

groups to survive, where breaking the rules equals death. When Benson stumbles upon the school’s real 

secret, he realizes that playing by the rules could spell a fate worse than death.   



Thirteen Days to Midnight by Patrick Carman * + 

You are indestructible. Three whispered words transfer an astonishing power to Jacob Fielding that 

changes everything. At first, Jacob is hesitant to use the power, unsure of its implications. But there’s 

something addictive about testing the limits of fear.  Then Ophelia James, the beautiful and daring new 

girl in town, suggests that they use the power to do good, to save others. But with every heroic act, the 

power grows into the specter of a curse. How to decide who lives and who dies? Jacob must walk the 

razor thin line between right and wrong, good and evil, and life and death. Time is running out, because 

the Grim Reaper doesn’t disappear, he catches up.  

 

The Assault by Brian Falkner * 

It’s 2030, and humanity is losing the war against alien invaders. A Band of Brothers meets Ender’s 

Game in this sci-fi military thriller.  A team of six has been chosen to infiltrate the enemy’s headquarters 

in the heart of the Australian Outback. The six teens have been modified to look like aliens. They have 

spent years mastering alien culture so that they can talk, act—even think—like their enemies. But from 

the start, the recon mission goes terribly wrong. It’s only when they are close to discovering the 

shocking truth of the aliens’ plans that the team is forced to ask.  Who among them is a traitor? 

 

Nemesis by Brandon Reichs *+ 

On her 16th birthday, Min braces for what seems to be the inevitable—her own murder. Every two 

years, since she was eight years old, Min has been murdered and left in a clearing outside of town, only 

to wake up, unharmed and horrified. Meanwhile, her classmate, Noah, has been suffering through his 

own nightmares of murder and death. But the world has bigger problems as an asteroid hurtles toward 

Earth, putting everyone in grave danger. Amid the chaos and fear, the teens uncover a conspiracy like 

nothing they ever imagined. 

 

 

Matched by Allie Condie *+ 

In the Society, officials decide. Who you love. Where you work. When you die. 

Cassia has always trusted their choices. It’s hardly any price to pay for a long life, the perfect job, the 

ideal mate. So, when her best friend appears on the Matching screen, Cassia knows with complete 

certainty that he is the one…until she sees another face flash for an instant before the screen fades to 

black. Now Cassia is faced with impossible choices: between Xander and Ky, between the only life she’s 

known and a path no one else has ever dared follow—between perfection and passion. 

 

 

Article 5 by Kristen Simmons * 

New York, Los Angeles, and Washington, D.C., have been abandoned. The Bill of Rights has been revoked 

and replaced with the Moral Statutes. There are no more police—instead, there are soldiers. There are 

no more fines for bad behavior, instead, there are arrests, trials, and maybe worse. People who get 

arrested usually don’t come back.  Seventeen-year-old Ember Miller is old enough to remember that 

things weren’t always this way. Living with her rebellious single mother, it’s hard for her to forget that 

people weren’t always arrested for reading the wrong books or staying out after dark. It’s hard to forget that life in the 

United States used to be different.  When her mother is arrested for noncompliance with Article 5 of the Moral Statutes, 

and one of the arresting officers is none other than Chase Jennings, the only boy Ember has ever loved what will Ember 

do? 

 

 



The Testing by Joelle Charbonneau * 

The Seven Stages War left much of the planet a charred wasteland. The future belongs to the next 

generation’s chosen few who must rebuild it. But to enter this elite group, candidates must first pass 

The Testing—their one chance at a college education and a rewarding career.  Cia Vale is honored to be 

chosen as a Testing candidate; eager to prove her worthiness as a University student and future leader 

of the United Commonwealth. But on the eve of her departure, her father’s advice hints at a darker side 

to her upcoming studies–trust no one.  Surely, she can trust Tomas, her handsome childhood friend who 

offers an alliance. Tomas, who seems to care more about her with the passing of every grueling (and deadly) day of the 

Testing. To survive, Cia must choose: love without truth or life without trust. 

 

Made for You by Melissa Marr* 

When Eva Tilling wakes up in the hospital, she is very confused, who in her sleepy little town could 
have hit her with their car?  Why would they want to hit her, but before she can consider the question, 
she finds that she’s awoken with a strange new skill: the ability to foresee people’s deaths when they 
touch her. While she is recovering from the hit-and-run, Nate, an old flame, reappears, and the two 
must traverse their rocky past as they figure out how to use Eva’s power to keep her friends and 
themselves alive. While Eva and Nate grow closer, the killer grows increasingly frantic in his attempt to 
get to Eva. 

 
Anna Dressed in Blood by Kendare Blake * 
Cas Lowood has inherited an unusual vocation: He kills the dead.  So did his father before him, until he 
was gruesomely murdered by a ghost he sought to kill. Now, armed with his father’s mysterious and 
deadly athame, Cas travels the country with his mother. They follow legends and local lore, destroy the 
murderous dead, and keep pesky things like the future and friends at bay. Searching for a ghost the 
locals call Anna Dressed in Blood, Cas expects the usual: track, hunt, kill. What he finds instead is a girl 
entangled in curses and rage, a ghost like he’s never faced before. She still wears the dress she wore on 
the day of her brutal murder in 1958: once white, now stained red and dripping with blood. Since her 

death, Anna has killed any and every person who has dared to step into the deserted Victorian she used to call home. 
Yet she spares Cas’s life. 

 

Need by Joelle Charbonneau * + 

One by one, the teens in Nottawa, Wisconsin, join the newest, hottest networking site and answer one 

question: What do you need? A new iPhone? Backstage passes to a concert? In exchange for a 

seemingly minor task, the NEED site will fulfill your request. Everyone is doing it. So why shouldn’t 

you? Kaylee Dunham knows what she needs, a kidney for her sick brother. She doesn’t believe a social 

networking site can help, but it couldn’t hurt to try. Or could it? After making her request, Kaylee 

starts to realize the price that will have to be paid for her need to be met. The demands the site makes 

on users in exchange for their desires are escalating, and so is the body count. Will Kaylee be able to unravel the mystery 

of who created the NEED network before it destroys them all? 

 

Don’t Turn Around by  Michelle Gagnon * 

Sixteen-year-old Noa has been a victim of the system ever since her parents died. Now living off the 

grid and trusting no one, she uses her hacking skills to stay anonymous and alone. But when she wakes 

up on a table in a warehouse with an IV in her arm and no memory of how she got there, Noa starts to 

wish she had someone on her side.   Then there is Peter Gregory, a rich kid and the leader of a hacker 

alliance.  Peter needs people with Noa’s talents on his team. Especially after a shady corporation 

threatens his life. But what Noa and Peter don’t realize is that Noa holds the key to a terrible secret, 

and there are those who’d stop at nothing to silence her for good. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4027380.Joelle_Charbonneau
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/411890.Michelle_Gagnon


Dark Eden by Patrick Carman * 

Fifteen-year-old Will Besting is sent by his doctor to Fort Eden, an institution meant to help patients 
suffering from crippling phobias. Once there, Will and six other teenagers take turns in mysterious fear 
chambers and confront their worst nightmares—with the help of the group facilitator, Rainsford, an 
enigmatic guide. When the patients emerge from the chamber, they feel emboldened by the previous 
night’s experiences. But each person soon discovers strange, unexplained aches and pains. . . . What is 
really happening to the seven teens trapped in this dark Eden? 

 
 
Rikers High by Paul Valponi * 

Martin was sitting on the front stoop of his apartment building minding his own business when he was 
arrested for something he didn’t even mean to do. Five months later, he’s still locked up on Rikers 
Island, in a New York City jail. Just when it seems things couldn’t get much worse, Martin is caught 
between two warring prisoners, and his face is slashed. Now he’ll be forever marked with a prison scar. 
One good thing comes from the attack: Martin is transferred to a different part of Rikers where inmates 
are required to attend high school. If Martin opens up to a teacher who really seems to care, perhaps 

he’ll learn a lesson more valuable than any taught in class. 
 

Twelve Fingered Boy by John Hornor Jacobs * 

Fifteen-year-old fast-talking Shreve doesn’t mind juvie. He’s good at dealing contraband candy, and 

three meals a day is more than his drunk mother provided. In juvie, the rules never change and everyone 

is the same. So when he’s assigned a strangely silent and vulnerable new cellmate, Jack, Shreve takes the 

younger boy under his wing. All Shreve’s plans and schemes unravel when he discovers Jack is different. 

For one thing, Jack has six fingers per hand, for another thing, he just might have superpowers. Soon 

Jack has drawn the attention of the cellblock bullies as well as the mysterious and chilling Mr. Quincrux. 

When Shreve feels Quincrux invade his mind and shuffle through his darkest memories, he knows Quincrux’s interest in 

Jack is far more sinister. Mr. Quincrux means to take Jack away. For what purposes, no one knows, but Shreve has 

another plan: escape. 

 

Soldier Boys by Dean Hughes * 

At the age of fifteen, Dieter’s blind devotion gets him promoted from Hitler Youth into the German 

army. Dieter’s determined to prove his allegiance and bravery all costs.  Spence, just sixteen, drops out 

of his Utah high school to begin training as a paratrooper. He’s seen how boys who weren’t much in high 

school can come home heroes, and Spence wants to prove to his friends and family that he really can be 

something.  Their worst fear was that the war would end too soon – that they wouldn’t get the chance 

to prove themselves. But when they finally see the action they were hoping for, it’s like nothing they 

could have ever imagined. 

 
Sunrise over Fallujah by Walter Dean Myers 
Robin “Birdy” Perry, a new army recruit from Harlem, isn’t quite sure why he joined the army, but he’s 
sure where he’s headed: Iraq. Birdy and the others in the Civilian Affairs Battalion are supposed to help 
secure and stabilize the country and successfully interact with the Iraqi people. Officially, the code name 
for their maneuvers is Operation Iraqi Freedom. But the young men and women in the CA unit have a 
simpler name for it: WAR 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4747895.John_Hornor_Jacobs


There You’ll Find Me by Jenny B. Jones * 
Finley Sinclair is not your typical eighteen-year-old. With an upcoming interview at the Manhattan music 
conservatory, Finley needs to compose her audition piece. But her creativity disappeared with the death 
of her older brother, Will.  She decides to study abroad in Ireland, so she can follow Will’s travel journal. 
She agrees to an exchange program and boards the plane.  Beckett Rush, teen heartthrob and Hollywood 
bad boy, is flying to Ireland to finish filming his latest vampire movie. On the flight, he meets Finley. She’s 
the one girl who seems immune to his charm. Undeterred, Beckett convinces her to be his assistant in 

exchange for his help as a tour guide. Once in Ireland, Finley starts to break down. The loss of her brother and the 
pressure of school, her audition, and whatever it is that is happening between her and Beckett, leads her to a new and 
dangerous vice. When is God going to show up for her in this emerald paradise? 
 

The Chosen by Ted Dekker * 

The land of the Forest Dwellers has been decimated by the Horde under the watchful eye of the evil 

Teeleh. Thomas Hunter, supreme commander of the Forest Guard, is forced to lower the recruitment age 

of his army from 18 to 16. From among thousands, four new recruits are chosen to lead and maybe die for 

the greater good.  The chosen four are sent on a quest to prove their character, but their mission takes a 

dramatic turn when they are intercepted, sworn to secrecy, and redirected to a different endgame. Now 

they must find the seven lost Books of History. Books that have power over the past, present, and future.  

 

Caleb and Kate by Cindy Martinusen Coloma * 

As the popular darling of the junior class and heiress to the five-star Monrovi Inn empire, Kate has both 

everything and nothing. She’s bored with school and life, until she locks eyes with Caleb at a school 

dance.  Caleb is new to Kate’s exclusive prep school, and it’s clear he doesn’t fit in. In fact, he and his dad 

work in maintenance for Kate’s father. And while Caleb knows better than to spend time with the boss’s 

daughter, it seems that every time he tries to back away, something pulls him right back in.  When their 

parents demand that they are to stay away from each other, they learn of a fight between their families 

that occurred more than fifty years ago. It’s a mystery Kate doesn’t understand, but a legacy Caleb has endured his 

entire life.  With the world stacked against them, Caleb and Kate will have to walk by faith to find the path that God has 

planned for them. 

 
What Light by Jay Asher * 

Sierra’s family runs a Christmas tree farm in Oregon, except that every year, they pack up and move to 

California to set up their Christmas tree lot for the season. So, Sierra lives two lives: her life in Oregon 

and her life at Christmas. Leaving one always means missing the other.  Until this particular Christmas, 

when Sierra meets Caleb, and one life eclipses the other.  By reputation, Caleb is not your perfect guy: 

years ago, he made an enormous mistake and has been paying for it ever since. But Sierra sees beyond 

Caleb’s past and becomes determined to help him find forgiveness and, maybe, redemption. As disapproval, 

misconceptions, and suspicions swirl around them, Caleb and Sierra discover the one thing that transcends all else: true 

love. 

 

Tell Me Three Things * 

It’s been barely two years since her mother’s death, and because her father eloped with a woman he 

met online, Jessie has been forced to move across the country to live with her “stepmonster” and her 

pretentious teenage son.  Just when she’s thinking about hightailing it back to Chicago, she gets an email 

from a person calling themselves Somebody/Nobody (SN for short), offering to help her navigate the 

wilds of Wood Valley High School. Is it a hoax, or can she rely on SN for some much-needed help?   In a 

leap of faith, or maybe desperation—Jessie begins to rely on SN, and SN quickly becomes her lifeline and closest ally. 

Jessie can’t help wanting to meet SN in person. But are some mysteries better left unsolved? 



The Start of Me and You by Emery Lord 
It’s been a year since Paige Hancock’s first boyfriend died in an accident. After shutting out the world 
for two years, Paige is finally ready for a second chance at high school and she has a plan. First, get her 
old crush, Ryan Chase, to date her.  The perfect way to convince everyone she’s back to normal. Next, 
join a club—simple, it’s high school after all. But when Ryan’s sweet, nerdy cousin, Max, moves to town 
and recruits Paige for the Quiz Bowl team her perfect plan is thrown for a serious loop. Will Paige be 
able to face her fears and finally open herself up to the life she was meant to live. 
 
The First to Know by Abigail Johnson 
Dana Fields's father never knew his parents. When Dana secretly does a DNA test for her dad, hoping to 
find him some distant relatives for his birthday, her entire world implodes. Instead of a few third 
cousins, Dana discovers a half-brother her age whose very existence means her parents' happy 
marriage is a lie.  Dana's desire to know her half-brother, Brandon, and the extent of her dad's 
deception, clashes with her wish not to destroy her family. When she sees the opportunity to get to 
know Brandon through his cousin, the intense yet kind Chase, she takes it. But the more she finds out 
about Brandon, her father's past and the irresistible guy who'll never forgive her if he discovers the 

truth, the more she sees the inevitable fallout from her own lies. With her family crumbling around her, Dana must own 
up to her actions and find a way to heal the breach, before they're torn apart for good. 

 
Steelheart by Brandon Sanderson *  
Ten years ago there was a burst in the sky, called Calamity, that gave ordinary men and women 
extraordinary powers. The awed public started calling them Epics. With incredible gifts came the desire 
to rule, and to rule man you must crush his wills. Nobody fights the Epics, nobody but the Reckoners. A 
shadowy group of ordinary humans, they spend their lives studying Epics, finding their weaknesses, and 
then assassinating them.  David wants in, he wants Steelheart, the Epic who is said to be invincible. The 
Epic who killed his father.  
 
Bonechiller by Graham McNamee * 
Danny's dad takes a job as caretaker at a marina on the shore of a vast, frozen lake in Harvest Cove, a 
tiny town tucked away in Canada's Big Empty. One night, running in the dark, Danny is attacked by a 
creature so strange and terrifying he tries to convince himself he was hallucinating. Then he learns 
about Native American legends of a monster that's haunted the lake for a thousand years. And that 
every generation, in the coldest winters, kids have disappeared into the night. People think they ran 
away. Danny knows better, because now the beast is after him. 
 

Wake by Lisa McMann * 

For seventeen-year-old Janie, getting sucked into other people's dreams is getting old. Janie's seen 
enough fantasy booty to last her a lifetime.  She can't tell anybody about what she does they'd never 
believe her, or worse, they'd think she's a freak. So Janie lives on the fringe, cursed with an ability she 
doesn’t want and can’t control.  Then she falls into a gruesome nightmare, one that chills her to the bone. 
For the first time Janie is more than a witness to someone else's twisted psyche, she is a participant. 
 
 
Legend by Marie Lu  
What was once the western United States is now home to the Republic, a nation perpetually at war with 
its neighbors. Born into an elite family in one of the Republic's wealthiest districts, fifteen-year-old June 
is a prodigy being groomed for success in the Republic's highest military circles. Born into the slums, 
fifteen-year-old Day is the country's most wanted criminal. But his motives may not be as malicious as 
they seem. June and Day have no reason to cross paths, until the day June's brother, Metias, is murdered 
and Day becomes the prime suspect. Caught in the ultimate game of cat and mouse, Day is in a race for 
his family's survival, while June seeks to avenge Metias's death. But in a shocking turn of events, the two 

uncover the truth of what has really brought them together, and the sinister lengths their country will go to keep its 
secrets. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/767547.Lisa_McMann


Cinder by Marissa Meyer 
Cinder, a gifted mechanic in New Beijing, is also a cyborg. She's reviled by her stepmother and blamed 
for her stepsister's sudden illness. But when her life becomes entwined with the handsome Prince Kai's, 
she finds herself at the centre of a violent struggle between the desires of an evil queen - and a 
dangerous temptation. Cinder is caught between duty and freedom, loyalty and betrayal. Now she must 
uncover secrets about her mysterious past in order to protect Earth's future. 
 
 

Crackback by John Coy 

When Miles Manning, a successful high school football player, discovers his teammates are using 
steroids--and one of them is his best friend--he's faced with a tough decision: Is he willing to do what it 
takes to win? Football is his life, and his family, especially his dad, is pinning its hopes on him. It's a lot of 
pressure for a high school junior to bear. 
 
 

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander * 

With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that 
quivering. Cuz tonight I'm delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin 
brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad 
beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious middle grade novel of family and 
brotherhood. Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to realize 
breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer 
for the entire family.  
 

This Way Home by Wes Moore * 

Elijah Thomas knows one thing better than anyone around him: basketball. At seventeen, he’s earned 
the reputation of a top-level player, one who steps onto the court ready for battle.  What Elijah loves 
most about the game is its predictability: if he and his two best friends play hard and follow the rules, 
their team will win. And this formula has held true all way up to the summer before their senior year of 
high school, when a sinister street gang, Blood Street Nation, wants them to wear the Nation’s colors in 
the next big tournament.  The boys gather their courage and take a stand against the gang, but at a 

terrible cost. Now Elijah must struggle to balance hope and fear, revenge and forgiveness, to save his neighborhood. 
 
Hooper by Geoff Herbach * 
For Adam Reed, basketball is a passport. Adam’s basketball skills have taken him from an orphanage in 
Poland to a loving adoptive mother in Minnesota. When he’s tapped to play on a select AAU team along 
with some of the best players in the state, it just confirms that basketball is his ticket to the good life: to 
new friendships, to the girl of his dreams, to a better future. But life is more complicated off the court. 
When an incident with the police threatens to break apart the bonds Adam’s finally formed, he must 
make an impossible choice between his new family and the sport that’s given him everything 

 
Stupid Fast by Geoff Herbach * 
I, Felton Reinstein, am Stupid Fast. Seriously. The upper classmen used to call me Squirrel Nut, because I 
was little and jumpy. Then, during sophomore year, I got tall and huge and so fast the gym teachers in 
their tight shorts fell all over themselves. During summer, three things happened all at once. First, the 
pee-smelling jocks in my grade got me to work out for football, even though I had no intention of 
playing. Second, on my paper route the most beautiful girl I have ever seen moved in and played piano at 
6 a.m. Third, my mom, who never drinks, had some wine, slept in her car, stopped weeding the garden, 
then took my TV and put it in her room and decided she wouldn’t get out of bed.  Listen, I have not had 

much success in my life. But suddenly I’m riding around in a jock’s pick-up truck? Suddenly I’m invited to go on walks 
with beautiful girls? So, it’s understandable that when my little brother stopped playing piano and began to dress like a 
pirate I didn’t pay much attention, and that I didn’t want to deal with my mom coming apart. 
 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/326609.Kwame_Alexander


Game Change by Joseph Monninger 
Seventeen-year-old Zeb Holloway works in his uncle’s auto repair shop and spends his weekends deer 
hunting in New Hampshire’s backwoods. He’s a quarterback on his high school’s undefeated football 
team, but he never plays. Why would he when T.T. Munroe—a walking, talking highlight real—is around? 
That is, until T.T.’s injured a week before the state championship game. Now Zeb’s tapped to start. As he 
assumes the role of QB and team leader, it feels like the entire town is watching. Girls want to talk to him 
and adults want to shake his hand. When a college recruiter says Zeb could have a future beyond his small 
New Hampshire town, he realizes there’s a bigger life out there for him…if he can play his heart out. 

 
Call Me by My Name by John E. Bradley   

Growing up in Louisiana in the late 1960s, where segregation and prejudice still thrive, two high school 

football players, one white, one black, become friends, but some changes are too difficult to accept.  

  

  

  

 

  

Boot Camp by Todd Strasser * 

In the middle of the night, Garrett is taken from his home to Harmony Lake, a boot camp for troubled 
teens. Maybe some kids deserve to be sent there, but Garrett knows he does not. Subjected to brutal 
physical and psychological abuse, he tries to fight back, but the battle is futile. He will not be allowed to 
leave until he has admitted his "mistakes" and conformed to Harmony Lake's standards of behavior. 
Beaten, humiliated, and stripped of his pride, Garrett's spirit is slowly ebbing away. Then he hears 
whispers of an escape plot. It's incredibly risky -- if he's caught, the consequences will be unthinkable -- 

but it may be his only way out. 
 
Shattering Glass by Gail Giles 
Fat, clumsy Simon Glass is a nerd, a loser who occupies the lowest rung on the high school social ladder. 
Everyone picks on him -- until Rob Haynes shows up. Rob, a transfer student with charisma to spare, 
immediately becomes the undisputed leader of the senior class. And he has plans for Simon. Rob enlists 
the help of his crew -- wealthy, intellectual Young, ladies' man Bob, and sweet, athletic Coop -- in a 
mission: Turn sniveling Simon from total freak to would-be prom king. But as Simon rises to the top of the 
social ranks, he shows a new confidence and a devious side that power-hungry Rob did not anticipate. 

And when Simon uncovers a dangerous secret, events darken. 
 
If You’re Reading This by Trent Reedy  +  
For a responsible sixteen-year-old, Michael Wilson has a lot of problems--his father was killed in 
Afghanistan in 2005, his overworked and overprotective mother will not talk about their situation, and 
does not want him playing football, and he has suddenly started to receive letters that his father wrote 
before his death. 
 
 

 
Thousand Words By Jennifer Brown *        
Ashleigh's boyfriend, Kaleb, is about to leave for college, and Ashleigh is worried that he'll forget about 
her while he's away. So at a legendary end-of-summer pool party, Ashleigh's friends suggest she text him 
a picture of herself -- sans swimsuit -- to take with him. Before she can talk herself out of it, Ashleigh 
strides off to the bathroom, snaps a photo in the full-length mirror, and hits "send."  But when Kaleb and 
Ashleigh go through a bad breakup, Kaleb takes revenge by forwarding the text to his baseball team. 
Soon the photo has gone viral, attracting the attention of the school board, the local police, and the 
media. As her friends and family try to distance themselves from the scandal, Ashleigh feels completely 

alone -- until she meets Mack while serving her court-ordered community service. Not only does Mack offer a fresh 
chance at friendship, but he's the one person in town who received the text of Ashleigh's photo -- and didn't look.  



Love You, Hate You, Miss You by Elizabeth Scott * 

Get this, I'm supposed to be starting a journal about "my journey." Please. I can see it now: Dear Diary, 
As I'm set adrift on this crazy sea called "life" . . . I don't think so.  It's been seventy-five days. Amy's sick 
of her parents suddenly taking an interest in her, and she's really sick of people asking her about Julia. 
Julia's gone now, and she doesn't want to talk about it. They wouldn't understand what it feels like to 
have your best friend ripped away from you.  They wouldn't understand what it feels like to know it's 
your fault. Amy's shrink thinks it would help to start a diary. Instead, Amy starts writing letters to Julia, 
but as she writes letter after letter, she begins to realize that the past wasn't as perfect as she thought it 

was, and the present deserves a chance too. 
 

Hate List by Jennifer Brown * 

Five months ago, Valerie Leftman's boyfriend, Nick, opened fire on their school cafeteria. Shot trying to 
stop him, Valerie inadvertently saved the life of a classmate, but was implicated in the shootings 
because of the list she helped create. A list of people and things she and Nick hated. The list he used to 
pick his targets. Now, after a summer of seclusion, Val is forced to confront her guilt as she returns to 
school to complete her senior year. Haunted by the memory of the boyfriend she still loves and 
navigating rocky relationships with her family, former friends and the girl whose life she saved, Val must 
come to grips with the tragedy that took place and her role in it, in order to make amends and move on 

with her life. 
 

The Pregnancy Project by Gaby Rodriguez  (NONFICITON) 
Growing up, Gaby Rodriguez was often told she would end up a teen mom. After all, her mother and her 
older sisters had gotten pregnant as teenagers; from an outsider’s perspective, it was practically a family 
tradition. Gaby had ambitions that didn’t include teen motherhood. But she wondered: how would she 
be treated if she “lived down” to others' expectations? Would everyone ignore the years she put into 
being a good student and see her as just another pregnant teen statistic with no future? These 
questions sparked Gaby’s school project: faking her own pregnancy as a high school senior to see how 
her family, friends, and community would react. What she learned changed her life forever and made 

international headlines in the process. 
 

 

The Bite of the Mango by Mariatu Kamara  

As a child in a small rural village in Sierra Leone, Mariatu Kamara lived peacefully surrounded by family 
and friends. Rumors of rebel attacks were no more than a distant worry. But when 12-year-old Mariatu 
set out for a neighboring village, she never arrived. Heavily armed rebel soldiers, many no older than 
children themselves, attacked and tortured Mariatu. During this brutal act of senseless violence they cut 
off both her hands. Stumbling through the countryside, Mariatu miraculously survived. The sweet taste 
of a mango, her first food after the attack, reaffirmed her desire to live, but the challenge of clutching 
the fruit in her bloodied arms reinforced the grim new reality that stood before her. With no parents or 

living adult to support her and living in a refugee camp, she turned to begging in the streets of Freetown. 
 

Tweak:  Growing up on Methamphetamines by Nic Sheff  

Nic Sheff was drunk for the first time at age eleven. In the years that followed, he would regularly smoke 
pot, do cocaine and Ecstasy, and develop addictions to crystal meth and heroin. Even so, he felt like he 
would always be able to quit and put his life together whenever he needed to. It took a violent relapse 
one summer in California to convince him otherwise. In a voice that is raw and honest, Nic spares no 
detail in telling us the compelling, heartbreaking, and true story of his relapse and the road to recovery.  
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5038489.Gaby_Rodriguez


 

Boy Meets Boy by David Levithan  

This is the story of Paul, a sophomore at a high school like no other: The cheerleaders ride Harleys, the 
homecoming queen used to be a guy named Daryl (she now prefers Infinite Darlene and is also the 
star quarterback), and the gay-straight alliance was formed to help the straight kids learn how to 
dance.  When Paul meets Noah, he thinks he’s found the one his heart is made for. Until he blows it. 
The school bookie says the odds are 12-to-1 against him getting Noah back, but Paul’s not giving up 
without playing his love really loud. His best friend Joni might be drifting away, his other best friend 
Tony might be dealing with ultra-religious parents, and his ex-boyfriend Kyle might not be going away 

anytime soon, but sometimes everything needs to fall apart before it can really fit together right. 
 

I’ll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson *  

Jude and her twin brother, Noah, are incredibly close. At thirteen, isolated Noah draws constantly and 
is falling in love with the charismatic boy next door, while daredevil Jude cliff-dives and wears red-red 
lipstick and does the talking for both of them. But three years later, Jude and Noah are barely speaking. 
Something has happened to wreck the twins in different and dramatic ways, until Jude meets a cocky, 
broken, beautiful boy, as well as someone else. The early years are Noah's story to tell. The later years 
are Jude's. What the twins don't realize is that they each have only half the story, and if they could just 
find their way back to one another, they’d have a chance to remake their world.  

 

 

Luna by Julie Anne Peters 

Regan's brother Liam can't stand the person he is during the day. Like the moon from whom Liam has 

chosen his female namesake, his true self, Luna, only reveals herself at night. In the secrecy of his 

basement bedroom Liam transforms himself into the beautiful girl he longs to be, with help from his 

sister's clothes and makeup. Now, everything is about to change: Luna is preparing to emerge from her 

cocoon. But are Liam's family and friends ready to welcome Luna into their lives? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


